..Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth today, you will be with me in paradise.". 
Luke 23: 42-43
Hi Everyone,
Well, we hope that your summer is going well, full of all those things that you wish for in the winter months.  I, on the other hand, can't wait for those winter months!  When the Lord called us here, I questioned Him regarding the heat issue....reminding Him of how much I despised being hot. 
 

Well, here we are, lol...sweating it out with all of you. 


At the beginning of the month, we once again attended the Back to Jerusalem Conference.  This was our third year. The Conference was sponsored by Campus Crusade for the first 3 years and after that was released to the local body of Arab Believers. 

 

The conference centers on bringing the Gospel back to its origin. People from many nations came to join with the local believers to pray, worship, fellowship and take to the streets with prepared packages including; The Jesus Movie, a Bible, a CD of testimonies and children's materials. The group split up covering different areas around the old city. 

 

One group went to the checkpoint between Ramallah (Judea, so called west bank) and Jerusalem. They were handing out packets to the Arabs returning from Jerusalem to Ramallah.  This is a very heavily monitored area, both by Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Everyone is watched carefully. 


It's an unusual place to be handing out packets about Jesus, to say the least. Not many people want to be "caught" receiving this info as they head back to Ramallah. 

Women are especially leery, even if they truly want to receive. And they do. They are suppressed, oppressed, and even beaten in this male dominated culture. THEY WANT FREEDOM. 


So, the stage is set, some packages are being handed out. All of a sudden, commotion.....a women took a package, looked at it, smiled and said thank you to the person that gave it to her, clutched it to her chest, then she fell to the ground, dead.  


One of the people in the team was a nurse and immediately started CPR. An ambulance finally arrived, but to no avail. The woman was gone, her daughter left by her side. 


The team came back to our hotel, visibly shaken and distraught over this horrible event. They returned right before dinner and our evening session. We saw how upset this whole thing made them...and clearly, it's an upsetting thing. However, we felt they were missing the point. 


Howie asked permission to speak to the group, that was clearly in mourning. After some condolences, he told them that they should be rejoicing.  God knew when He would take this woman, and He put you right in her path. The last earthly thing she did was to reach for her freedom. She wanted to know the real God. Just as the thief on the cross said some seemingly inconsequential comments, those very comments, spoken in true humility and knowledge at the very end of his life, was enough for him to earn his crown. Jesus told him, " today, you will be with me in paradise."


Simple, no sinners prayer, no formal declaration, just the knowledge of truth. So, instead of mourning, let us celebrate this woman's salvation...

The mood lifted and instead of weeping out of loss, there was now weeping with rejoicing.  Amen


We tend to over think the issue of salvation.  We need to speak out our testimony:

.." for the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been thrown down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and the Word of their testimony."
Rev 12:10
We need to plant those seeds wherever we are and believe that when the time comes, the Lord will bring them to remembrance. Speak in faith, without fear...GO FORTH... no matter your personal cost, remembering we are not here to please man, but only to please our Heavenly Father.  

H and I will be heading back to the States on 8/20 staying until 10/16. We'll be speaking at several congregations, hope to see you. :)

We have some Saturdays open as well as weekdays and we'd  love to share with your home groups, prayer groups, men's meetings, ladies meetings, whatever. Amazing things are happening here, and you're not hearing about them on the news. 

Itinerary:

8-25 - Sharei HaShamaim, Bellmore

8-26-   Iglesia Fuentes de Jacob, Moriches

9-2-     OPEN AT THIS TIME

9-9 -    Center Moriches AOG

9-15-   Beth Immanuel, Holbrook

9-16-   Lamb's Chapel, Center Moriches

9-23-   Church of the Harvest, Riverhead

9-30-   Hampton Bays AOG

10-7-    Life Chapel, Point Pleasant, NJ

10-14-  Ridgewood Baptist Church, Ridgewood, NY

Please pray for traveling mercies. I've been plagued with sinus issues for the past 2 months and need a HEALING!!!

The pictures are all from Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, despite what the BBC says,

Shalom and Brachote Friends, see you soon

 

H & S
Israel

